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Lesson NINE: 
GRACE 

Facilitator Note  

This is a foundational lesson which discusses the grace of God. The intent is to emphasize that the 
Bible clearly teaches that the forgiveness of our sins and reconciliation with God is granted only 
by His grace – we cannot earn it. These notes are a suggested guide to keep the discussion on 
course. Feel free to adapt either in advance or in class if you think that it would be fruitful to the 
discussion. Your feedback is welcomed.  
 

Prayer 

Spend time in prayer with the class. Allow for requests and center your prayer on this lesson. 
 

FOCUS 

This lesson focuses on two key facts: first, salvation, that is, the forgiveness of sin and reuniting 
with God, is possible only by God’s grace; and second, this grace is made available only because of 
Jesus’ sacrificial death and a personal relationship established with Him through faith.  
 
Memory Verse: 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in 
order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in 
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are 
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do. (Ephesians 2:4-10) 
 
• Our family believes the Bible teaches that: 

o Salvation (forgiveness of sin and reuniting with God) is only by grace (God’s unmerited 
favor toward us) through Jesus’ sacrificial death and realized through relationship with 
Him (Matthew 26:28; Romans 5:12-21; Ephesians 2:4-9; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7) 
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Lesson 

I.  WHAT IS GRACE? 
A. Definitions 

1. The usual two-word definition: grace = unmerited favor 
a) If a person shows you favor that you don’t deserve, that person has 

shown you grace (has been gracious to you). 
b) Likewise, if God treats you with favor you do not deserve, He has done so 

by grace 
2. Fall from grace = to lose favor that was held, to be discredited 

B. Example 
1. (Matthew 18:23-35) The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 

a) A Biblical example of receiving grace and falling from grace 
b) In verse 27, the servant receives grace; the King took pity, 

canceled/forgave the man’s debt and let him go. He was free, the slate 
wiped clean. 

c) In verse 34, the servant, who failed to appreciate/acknowledge the grace 
he had received and refused to forgive those who were in debt to him, 
falls from grace, as the King in anger hands him over (again) to be 
imprisoned and tortured. 

 
II.  WE ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS WHICH 

CAN ONLY COME BY GRACE 

A. Each of us is a sinner 
1. (Romans 3:9-12) What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we 

have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is 
written:  “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for 
God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does 
good, not even one.” 

2. (Romans 5:12) Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned. 

B. It is impossible for God to make you to have not sinned 
1. When Jesus said that all things are possible with God (Matthew 19:26; Mark 

10:27), he means anything which is intrinsically possible is possible with God, but 
there are things which are not intrinsically possible. 

2. Example: 
a) It is not possible for God to make it both day and night simultaneously in 

a given locale, by the very definition of night and day in a locale as we’ve 
defined them. The request/statement is absurd, asking for something to 
be both true and false. 
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b) It is not possible for God to make you to have not sinned because in fact, 
you have.  God can deal with your sin, but He cannot change the fact that 
you have sinned. 

C. Our sin has separated us from God and will do so for eternity unless forgiven, so 
we NEED His forgiveness 
1. See the previous lesson on Sin, in which separation from God was discussed in 

detail. 
2. Key passages are: Genesis 3:17-19; 22-24, Isaiah 59:1-2; Luke 16:19-31 

D. God’s forgiveness is purely/absolutely by grace 
1. We are guilty of sin and God is under no obligation to forgive us; i.e., it is not a 

debt that we are owed. 
2. Therefore, any offer of forgiveness, regardless of the method/manner He 

prescribes for receiving it, is an act of grace on His part. 
 
III.  God,  by His grace,  has offered salvation to each 

through Jesus’ sacrificial death and faith in Him 

A. God will count Jesus’ death as payment for your sins 
1. (Matthew 26:27-28) Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

2. (Romans 5:6-10) You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how 
much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we 
were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, 
how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

3. (1 Peter 1:18-19) For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down 
to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or defect.  [Redeem = to buy or pay off, clear by payment; 
to recover by payment or other satisfaction] 

4. (Isaiah 53:4-6) Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
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5. (Colossians 1:21-22) And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, 
doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in 
order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him. 

6. Note: It is not any action on our part that provides payment for our sin; we are 
sinners and incapable of redeeming ourselves. The burden of redeeming us, 
paying for our sins, fell on Jesus alone. 

B. You can receive this gift of redemption/forgiveness from God only by putting your 
faith/trust in Jesus 
1. (Romans 3:21-25a) But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has 

been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 
righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. 

2. (Acts 16:29-34) The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before 
Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you 
and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were 
baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole 
household. 

3. (Ephesians 2:4-9 ) But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it 
is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated 
us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so 
that no one can boast. 

 
IV.  God’s Grace is bestowed as a Gift,  it is not (and 

cannot be) Earned 

A. Common False Belief/Teaching 
1. Jesus warned that there are some who believe that they have earned their 

salvation on the basis of what they did but will be surprised to find out otherwise 
at Judgment (see Matthew 7:21-23). 
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2. True believers can unintentionally slip into thinking that they earn God’s 
favor/grace by performing good works or holding to certain practices/traditions, 
because. 
a) we are sinners who are always struggling with sin but we want to be holy 

like God and desire to have accomplishments to which we can point to 
show evidence of change. 

b) we are taught (and rightly so) that we should be engaged in good works 
as Jesus was (see Acts 26:20, James 2:14-26,  Revelation 19:6-8, Ephesians 
2:10). 

c) it is a small/subtle step to move between being engaged in works of 
service to honor God and believing that those works have meritorious 
value. 

3. Note: We must always remember our Savior’s words in Luke 17:10: So you also, 
when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’ 

B. The Early Church dealt with this Issue 
1. See Galatians 3:1-14 -- False teachers in Galatia had convinced some Christians 

there that they needed to hold to teachings in the Law of Moses to be saved, but 
Paul corrects them. 

2. See Acts 15:1-11 – Certain Jewish Christians insisted that Gentiles had to practice 
the Law of Moses in order to become Christians, and the issue was so important 
that the apostles and elders in Jerusalem met to discuss it, ultimately rejecting it 
as false (Acts 15:11). 

3. See Romans 3:21-4:25 – Paul argues very clearly that a person’s 
justification/salvation comes not by works of law but by faith alone, as 
evidenced by the Jewish patriarch, Abraham, who was “credited with 
righteousness” by God (i.e., forgiven of his sins) on the basis of faith alone. 

 
V.  God’s Grace has always been present,  it is not a NT-

only Blessing 

A. Grace was shown at the Fall 
1. In Genesis 3, part of God’s punishment for disobedience to His command was 

physical death – man’s body will return to the ground – but permanent spiritual 
death/separation from God was not imposed and was even precluded as God 
drove man from the Garden, away from the tree of life (see 3:19, 22-23).  

2. The curse pronounced upon the serpent in 3:15 is taken by most scholars to be a 
prophetic announcement, though somewhat obscure, of the gospel.  A 
Redeemer who is the offspring of the woman - a veiled reference to the Virgin 
birth - will come who crushes Satan’s head (see also Galatians 4:4).  

3. God clothed Adam and Eve (3:21) who were ashamed of their nakedness, 
demonstrating that He still cares for them, despite their disobedience. 
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B. Grace was shown at the Flood to Noah 
1. The account in Genesis 6:1-8 indicates that, in general, the human race had 

become utterly depraved, and so God was preparing to destroy all life, but Noah 
found favor (=grace) in His eyes. 

2. Noah was shown grace because he had faith (trust) in God (see 6:9), and so life 
continues today due to Noah’s faithfulness. 

C. Grace was shown to Abraham 
1. Abraham, the revered Jewish Patriarch, was “credited with righteousness (see 

Genesis 15:6), i.e., forgiven of his sins (see Romans 4:6-8), because He trusted 
God and took Him at His word.  Abraham received this blessing from God by 
God’s grace, not by anything that Abraham did. 

2. God considers all people who have like faith to be children of Abraham and by 
His grace, credits them with righteousness too (Romans 4:23-25, Galatians 3:1-9) 

3. God made a covenant with Abraham to give Abraham’s descendants the land of 
Canaan (Genesis 15:7-21).  God is the only party to pass through the sacrificial 
pieces; no conditions are levied on Abraham and his descendants that must be 
met to take possession – again, an act of grace. 

D. Grace remained throughout the Mosaic Period 
1. God did not set aside His covenant of grace with Abraham when introducing the 

Law of Moses some 430 years later, and in fact, His covenant of grace is 
referenced throughout the Pentateuch (e.g. Leviticus 26:42, Deuteronomy 6:10; 
9:4-6; 29:13; 30:20; 34:4). 

2. See Galatians 3:15-29 for discussion about why the Law of Moses was introduced 
though God’s promises to Abraham remained in effect. 

 
VI.  The Wonderful Blessings of God's Covenant of Grace 

through Christ 

A. Power/Assistance to live according to His Will/Law 
1. (Galatians 5:16-25) The Spirit produces fruit in our life. 
2. (2 Corinthians 3:18-19) The Spirit is transforming us into the likeness of Christ, a 

little bit at a time. 
3. (Romans 8:26-27) The Spirit helps us in our weakness, intercedes for us before 

God. 
4. (1 Corinthians 12:1-31) The Spirit gives us gifts to help one another. 

B. Provision for Recovery from Sin 
1. (1 John 1:7-9) Believers are continually cleansed of sin as they remain in 

relationship with Christ. 
2. (Hebrews 9:14; 10:1-18) Jesus' sacrifice is perfect for all time, cleansing a believer 

of all sin, and need not be repeated. 
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VII.  God’s Grace – Can a Christian Fall Away from Grace? 
A. View 1: Yes, a Christian can forfeit their salvation 

1. Those who hold this view argue that while no one can snatch a believer away 
from God and compel them to lose their salvation, a believer can of their own 
volition walk away (abandon) their faith. 

2. Scriptures used to support this view are: 
a) (Hebrews 10:19-39) – The phrase, ‘… by which he was sanctified’ in v29 is 

taken to mean that the person in question, whose apostasy is evident as 
described in vv26-31, was in fact a true believer initially. 

b) (2 Peter 1:5-11) – Peter encourages his readers to make every effort to 
make their calling and election sure (v10) so that they will not stumble 
(v11), which is taken to mean that their calling and election is not a sure 
thing and could be lost. 

c) (2 Peter 2:1-22) – Peter identifies the false teachers as people who initially 
escaped the corruption of the world by “knowing our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ” but who became entangled in the world again, leading to an 
end worse than they would have suffered had they never known Jesus 
(see vv20-21). These statements that they knew Jesus and “the way of 
righteousness” are taken to mean that these teachers were initially true 
believers.    

d) (1 Timothy 1:18-20) Paul mentions specific individuals (Hymenaeus and 
Alexander) who had shipwrecked their faith; use of the term shipwreck is 
taken to mean their faith/salvation is destroyed or lost. 

B. View 2: No, a Christian’s salvation is secure (aka Once Saved, Always Saved)  
1. Those who hold this view argue in general that anyone who drifts from the faith 

was really never a true believer to begin with and so their salvation has not been 
lost because it was never initially established. 

2. Scriptures used to support this view are: 
a) (John 10:27-29) – a believer is definitely secure in Jesus’ hands and 

cannot be pulled away by anyone/anything.  
b) (Romans 8:29-30) – all true believers are those whom God foreknew and 

whom he brings successively through the progression of predestination, 
calling, justification, glorification, without loss.  

c) (1 John 2:18-19) – the phrase “they went out from us, but they were not 
of us” is taken to mean that though such people outwardly belonged to 
the church/fellowship, they did not have genuine faith, because if they 
did, “they would have continued with us.”  All the examples in the 
supporting passages of View 1, then, would be considered examples of 
those described in v19.  

 
 



 

8 

C. Which View is Correct? 
1. Both views have some value but arguing between the two is pointless.  Instead 

of asking the question, “Can I lose my salvation?”, I should consider whether or 
not that is even the right question to ask.  If there is any flaw in the redemptive 
process, it is clearly not with God, who will not renege on any promise, but with 
me. 

2. As believers, we should praise God for the relationship we have with Him 
through Jesus and 
a) heed Peter’s advice to make every effort to grow in Christ and make our 

calling and election sure (1 Peter 1:5-11) 
b) heed Paul’s advice to forget what is behind and strain toward what is 

ahead, pressing on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called us heavenward in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:12-16) 

c) trust that God’s Spirit is transforming us into Christ’s likeness (2 
Corinthians 3:16-18) 

d) be confident that God, who began a good work in us, will carry it on to 
completion until Christ returns (Philippians 1:6) 

e) trust God’s promise that in Christ, we are continually cleansed as we walk 
in the light, i.e., as we strive to walk in obedience to Him, even in the 
midst of repeated failures (1 John 1:7) 

f) praise God that we have been given the Holy Spirit as a seal of our 
membership in God's family and a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are God's possession (Ephesians 1:13-
14) 

 

Reflection 

• In Romans 7, Paul describes the futility of trying to be justified by perfect obedience to the Law of 
Moses (or any law, really).  Though the law is holy and good, it does not provide a person with any 
assistance/power to keep it, and it contains no real provision for recovery (i.e., no way, upon failure, 
to truly wipe the slate clean).  How does God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ differ? 

• Does God’s grace motivate you to serve Him?  Why? 
• (Titus 2:11-14) For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 

Prayer 

 

NEXT WEEK: FAITH 


