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Lesson Five: 
One God, Three Parts: Spirit (Part 1) 

Facilitator Note  

This week we will begin a two-week study on the Holy Spirit. Obviously we will not be able to tap 
into the depths of the Holy Spirit in two weeks. Instead, we will try to address the foundational 
statements of faith proclaimed concerning the Spirit. It is important that we share with our class 
participants our need to continue to study further these beliefs in order to continue to grow in 
our knowledge and understanding of God. These notes are a suggested guide to keep the 
discussion on-course. Feel free to adapt either in advance or in class if you think that it would be 
fruitful to the discussion. Your feedback is welcomed. 
 

Prayer 

Spend time in prayer with the class. Allow for requests and center your prayer on this lesson. 
 

FOCUS 

This Spirit is a vital part of God that must be recognized and not ignored. In recent history, the Holy 
Spirit was simply acknowledged, but relatively little was taught about its role and work in the 
Godhead. Our understanding of the Spirit’s role and work deeply impacts our walk as Christians. 
The Spirit is God’s presence and guidance in our lives today and should not be dismissed out of 
fear, but should be recognized and honored in appreciation for its work in our lives and in the plan 
of redemption. 

 
Memory Verse: Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ESV) 
 
• We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who has been God’s presence on earth from the beginning 

(Genesis 1:1-2) and who: 
o Is an active and vital part of God (John 16:5-15; Acts 1:7-8; Romans 8:26-27) 

 

Lesson 

ICE BREAKER: Whose personality do you most reflect? Mom? Dad? Grandparent?  Why do you think 
they had such an influence on you? 
 

Discussion questions to begin: 
1. Who is the Holy Spirit and what is its purpose and work? 
2. Who influences or directs the work of the Spirit? Explain. 
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3. How does the Spirit influence and work in our lives (what is the Spirit’s role in our 
lives?)? 

 
I.  Our family believes in God the Holy Spirit,  who has 

been God’s presence on earth from the beginning 

1. God’s presence has been manifested on earth throughout its existence. During 
the Old Testament times, the glory of God the Father was present and active in 
the world. During a brief time in the first century, Jesus was the manifestation of 
God’s presence on earth. When Jesus ascended into heaven, He sent the Spirit to 
live in and move among us. The Holy Spirit is God’s presence manifested in the 
world today. 
a) A quick reminder of what distinguishes the persons of the Trinity if they 

are ONE as God yet THREE as persons. There are two things that 
distinguishes the persons of the Trinity: 1) Role, and 2) Relationship. Each 
member of the Trinity has a distinct Role they play in the work of God 
and each has a distinct Relationship with the other persons in the Trinity. 
The following is a simple way in which to view the distinguishing Roles 
and Relationships within the Trinity: 

 
Person Role Relationship 
Father He is responsible for devising the 

purposes and plans (according to 
His will) that take place 
throughout all of creation and 
through the story of redemption. 
(Eph. 1:3-4, 9-11) 

The Father is supreme in 
authority among the persons of 
the Trinity. 

Son Always seeks to do the Father’s 
will and seeks to glorify the 
Father in all that He does. (John 
8:28-29, 42) 

The Son is under the Father’s 
authority. Although the Son is 
fully God, He takes His lead from 
the Father. 

Spirit The Spirit seeks to lead people to 
the Son and glorify the Son to the 
ultimate praise of the Father. 
(John 16:14; 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11) 

The Spirit is under the authority 
of both the Father and the Son. 

 
2. Since the beginning, Scripture has indicated that the work of the Spirit is to 

complete and sustain what God the Father has planned and what God the Son 
has begun. 

3. The work of the Holy Spirit has been evident since the beginning of both 
creations (the world/humankind AND the new creation in Christ). 
a) Genesis 1:2 – This Spirit was involved in the creation of the world. 
b) Acts 10:38; 2:4, 17-18 – The Spirit was present at Pentecost (with the 
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beginning of the new creation in Christ) the Spirit comes to grant power 
to the church so that they can carry out God’s plan. 

4. Paul referred to the Spirit’s presence as the “first fruits” (Rom. 8:23) and the 
“guarantee” (or “down payment,” 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5) of the full manifestation of 
God’s presence that would be known in heaven (Rev. 21:3-4). 

5. The presence and work of the Holy Spirit was both felt and predicted in the Old 
Testament: 
a) Numbers 27:18; Deut. 34:9; 1 Samuel 11:6; 16:13; Exodus 31:3; 35:31, 34; 

Isaiah 11:2-3; 32:14-18; 44:3; 63:10; Ezekiel 36:26-27; 37:14; 39:29; Joel 
2:28-29; and several others 
 

A. Is an active and vital part of God 
Discussion questions: 
1. As you were growing up, how much was the Holy Spirit discussed and taught? 
2. What specifically were you taught about the Holy Spirit growing up? 
3. Why have the churches of Christ historically been hesitant in discussing and 

teaching about the work and presence of the Holy Spirit? 
 

1. Read John 16:5-15; Acts 1:7-8; Romans 8:26-27 
a) According to these verses, what are some of the ways in which the Spirit 

is an active and vital part of God? 
2. The Work of the Holy Spirit* 

a) Creation – Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30; Isaiah 40:2: Psalm 33:6 
b) Inspiration – 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21; 2 Samuel 23:2; Ezekiel 2:2 
c) Revelation – Exodus 19:9; Isaiah 6:1; Acts 1:16; Acts 2:16-21 
d) Convicting and Teaching– John 14:26, 16:8-11; 1 John 2:20-27; 1 

Corinthians 2:9-16 
e) Regenerating – Titus 3:5; John 3:3-7; 2 Corinthians 5:17 
f) Indwelling – Ephesians 5:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:19; John 14:16; Romans 

8:9 
g) Baptizing / Outpouring – Matthew 3:11, 16, 28:19; Acts 1:5, 2:38, 39; 1 

Corinthians 12:13 
h) Sealing & Loving – 2 Corinthians 1:22; Romans 5:1-5; Ephesians 1:13, 

3:17-21, 4:30 
i) Sanctifying & Transforming – 2 Corinthians 3:17,18; 2Thessalonians 2:13 
j) Ordaining/Selecting/Anointing – Acts 13:4; 1 Corinthians 12:11; 1 John 

2:20, 27 
k) Empowerment, Strength and Endurance – Acts 1:5-8; Ephesians 3:17-

21; Colossians 1:11, 12 
l) Resurrection – Romans 1:4, 8:11; 1 Peter 3:18 

*Source: http://www.ntslibrary.com/Holy_Spirit_Study_Guide.pdf 
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Reflection 

• How does having a better understanding of the role and work of the Holy Spirit impact our walk 
with Christ? 

• Can we stifle the work of the Holy Spirit? If so, what implications might stifling the Spirit have? 
• If we allow that Holy Spirit to truly do its work, what might we see happen in individuals and in the 

church? 
• Next week we will focus on the role of the Holy Spirit in and through us individually and as the 

family of God. 
 

Prayer 

 
NEXT WEEK: ONE GOD, THREE PARTS: God the Spirit (Part 2) 


